PHOTO FEATURE

SALT OF
THE EARTH

Photography by Dave Stamboulis

The Danakil Depression in the
north-eastern corner of Ethiopia is

a geological wonder formed by the
convergence of three tectonic plates
at the border of Eritrea and Djibouti.
Dubbed the ‘Gateway to Hell’, the
Danakil is officially the hottest place
on earth, with average temperatures
reaching 35 degrees and summers
soaring into the 50s. The resilient
Afar people eke out a living here,
mining the vast salt flats, which are
ferried in camel caravans across
the baking desert. Towering over
the depression is Erta Ale, a 600-
metre basalt shield volcano that

is home to one of only four lava
lakes on the planet. The constant
volcanic eruptions and lava flows
have created a bizarre other-worldly
landscape full of smoking geysers,
mineral deposits and yellow and
green hydrothermal pools. It
remains one of the most remote
and spectacular regions on earth.

#82 get lost ISSUE #43

get in the know The Afar people are a nomadic Muslim group and the Danakil’s only inhabitants.

get in the know The earth’s three other active lava lakes can be found in Hawaii, Antarctica and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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#84 get lost ISSUE #43 get in the know The Danakil was formerly part of the Red Sea. get in the know The salt deposits in the Danakil yield more than one million tons of salt annually. ISSUE #43 get lost #85




{
i
i
i
i
i
)
i
3
i
=

#86 get lost ISSUE #43

get in the know The salt caravans comprise 15 to 20 camels, each carrying up to 30 four-kilogram salt bricks.

get in the know Camel owners earn about US$10 for a 120-kilogram load of salt, while the Afar ‘diggers’ net US$7.50 a day for cutting 150 salt blocks.
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